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r 1760, ft pftrty of Shawaneea made a raid by wav 

K.»»» b * 1 “ l , 8 7 lH " then m ,I 

° { ;*e r to the then frontier settlement in that direc 
**’ 0D Jackson’s River. They killed several per 
among them Robert Renix and Thomas Dennis 
’took a number of prisoners, among them Mrs’ 
JLnab Dennis, and Mrs. Renix and her five chili 
aren. They were pursued by a party of whites, 
under Captain Matthews; they were overtaken, and 
ID the engagement that followed nine Indians and 
tbTee whites were killed, but the remainder of the 
Indians made good their escape, with their prisoners. 
In accordance with the stipulations of Colonel 
Boquet’s treaty, Mrs. Reuix and her sons, William 
and Robert, were returned to their friends in 1765. 
William and Robert became prominent citizens of 
Greenbriar ; another son, Thomas, came in, in 1788, 
but returned and settled on the Scioto. Joshua never 


returned; he married an Indian wife,became a Miami 
Chief, and rich and influential among the tribe. The 
daughter, Betsy, died in captivity. 

Mre. Hannah Dennis was separated from the other 
captives and allotted to live at the Chillicothe towns. 
hfi 6 ^eir language, she dressed and painted 

Igi M the J did, and conformed to their manners 
p ro ^ U8 ^ >m ®’ ^ ending them very superstitious, she 

She w* 6 W * tc k cra ft, and claimed to be a prophetess, 
btca,^ at * en ^ ve the sick and wounded, and soon 
great i a £ r( * at favorite with them y and acquired 

a. a^UCe HVfir f krt >v. Ol mmmm** oil *kn VL’illl^ 



' d but, after many na.r-oreaath 

Cached the mouth of Kanawha, where she*^'** 

the Ohio on a drift log, and then made her 
the UDIV , RWaro Oh Op 


the . . rj. 

Kanawha and Greenbriar Rivers. She w r 

chiefly by night to avoid discovery, and lived u * 
r jver muscles, green grapes, herbs, etc. She 4JJJJ 
fl at down by Greenbriar River utterly exhausted with 
fatigue and hunger, and gave up, thinking it i mpo , 
Bible to proceed any farther. Here she was found bv 
Thomas Athol and three others, who took her £ 
Archibald Clendenin’s house, where she was kindly 
cared for, and, when sufficiently recuperated to travel, 
was sent on horseback to Young’s Fort, on Jackson’s 
River, and to her relations. 

At this time there were but two settlements in the 


Greenbriar country; these were on Muddy Creek 
and the Big Levels, and the two contained about 
twenty families, or, say, one hundred souls of all age#. 
Within a few days after Hannah Dennis had left 
Clendenin’s, in the Muddy Creek settlement, about 
sixty Indian warriors made their appearance, led by 
the afterwards distinguished Cornstalk. They came 
professing friendship, and, as the French and Eng is 
war had but recently been terminated by treaty 
of peace, the settlers did not doubt their siucenty» 
and treated them with hospitable kindness, w ^ 
suddenly, they fell upon the unsuspecting whites 
killed every man, and killed or made every 
and child prisoners. They then hurried on ^ 
Big Levels, fifteen miles distant, where t ie ^ 


signal, the massacre was executed^ 

^°tlP leeB victl ™\ Thu8 ’ Wlthin a few ho P u °* 
{J,e ’ r nro8perou8 and happy settlements were *' 
tfjO P* j 

Y “ lk " m ’ out of *>» °>re hundred 

in both settlement*, escaped death or cant,,,. 

If «* ht , T . he brlVe Mr f 9 ' Clendenin, l be ! 
related, made her escape from captivity, but 
°jth the sacrifice gf her infant child. 

^At Clendenin’s, a negro woman, who was endeav¬ 
oring to eseape, was followed by her crying child. 
To facilitate her own escape, and to prevent the 
child falling-into Indian hands, she stopped and mur¬ 
dered it herself. 

Mrs. Clendenin, who seems to have been a woman 
of fearless nerve and strong force of character, 
boldly denounced the Indians for their perfidy and 
treachery, alleging that cowards only could act with 
such duplicity. To silence her, they slapped her 
face with the bloody scalp of her husband, and 
faised a tomahawk in a threatening attitude over her 
cad, but she was not to be silenced nor intimidated. 
e would not hold her peace, nor her tongue. 
the 0 !^- 88 * 11 ^ over Keeny’s Knobs, on the retreat, 
Priso D( ^ ari8 ^eing in the front and rear, and the 
inf an ^ er8 * n ^e center, Mrs. Clendenin handed her 
“aide t0 anot ^ er woman to hold, and she slipped 

n knwh, and succeeded in making h er 
r-Aw * Jne ~r x-l _ i m j ~ « i/>/! th© dis- 



heels and beat its brains out 
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